
Africa Regional Guideline & 
Template for Voluntary Local 
Reviews 
Regional preparatory workshop for African voluntary national reviews and voluntary local reviews: strengthening integration and reporting on 
the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063

Prepared for UNECA by Lusungu Kayani 
27 February 2021



Presentation Outline 
Global Frameworks: Background

Voluntary Local Reviews: Quick Review 

Why Africa Guideline and Template

Guideline Methodology + Review of Existing Resources

Africa VLR : The Process + The Template

Next steps



Global Frameworks: Background
● Agenda 2030, SDGs, Agenda 2063

● Decade of Action

● Role of Subnational Government



Overall Progress in Implementation

Source: UNECA



Source: UNECA
SDGs Center for Africa and SDSN



Voluntary Local Reviews: A Quick Review

➔Product

➔Process
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NYC Declaration on VLRs
In  September 2019, NYC launched a Voluntary Local Review Declaration for local and regional 
governments worldwide to formally commit to reporting on the SDGs using existing resources. In 2019, 
the Declaration had 24 signatories.
Source: NYC Mayor's Office for International Affairs

218 Signatories 



Planned
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Source: HLPF and UN-HABITAT data
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Why African VLR Guideline and Template
Member state request at ARFSD
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Why African VLR Guideline and Template

Member state request at ARFSD1
● Discussions highlighted role of VLRs in accelerating the implementation, follow-up and review of

both agendas

● Potential of VLRs in ensuring ownership, accountability and commitment from all stakeholders

● Promoting meaningful engagement and the mobilization of resources and capacity

● Specific request made from African Member States to UNECA to design a template for peer-
reviewed VLRs in Africa that is aligned with VNRs
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Why African VLR Guideline and Template

Contextual specificity 
● Strong rural-urban linkages

● Highest urban growth rate

● Most of the continent’s urbanisation yet to take place

● Non-urban localities are producing local reviews

● Standard guideline and template would enhance coherence



Why African VLR Guideline and Template

Regional specificities of Agenda 2063 
4

3





Need to accelerate progress in the region 4

Why African VLR Guideline and Template

● While there has been some progress, the region is not on track to meeting
Agenda 2030 nor the aspirations of Agenda 2063

● Alignment between national and sub-national development frameworks

● Number of SNGs in region are interested in conducting a local review

● And many are in some stage of localizing the SDGs to local plans.

● Offers guidance and best practices to spur further VLR production in the region.



Why African VLR Guideline and Template

VLRs accelerate progress overall5
● Few VLRs produced in Africa

● VLRs are emerging as an inclusive and participatory instrument for
collaboration

● Important tool for communication and spearheading dialogue across
government and with local actors, including grassroots institutions and
citizens.



Why African VLR Guideline and Template

Peer Review Mechanism6

● Platform for peer review

● Learning and sharing



Guideline 
Methodology

● Desk Review  
○ existing guidelines
○ handbooks 
○ VLRs

● Inputs from ECA and UN-
HABITAT



Material Covered
SCOPE VNR VLR

GLOBAL
UN

UN DESA 
HLPF Handbook for the preparation 
of VNRs 
2018-2021

UCLG UN-HABITAT Guideline for VLRs 2020: Comparative Analysis of Existing VLRs

UN DESA Global Guiding Elements for VLRs of SDG Implementation

GLOBAL 
Non-UN

Brookings Institution A VLR Handbook for Cities prepared by Carnegie Mellon University 
Heinz College 

REGIONAL
UN

UN ESCAP Asia-Pacific Regional Guidelines on Voluntary Local Reviews 2020

NATIONAL
Non-UN

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL VLRs: A Handbook for UK Cities

SNG SHIMOKAWA METHOD FOR VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW. 2020 Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies
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Africa VLR: The Template

● Simple
● Easy to follow
● Best practices
● Lessons learned
● Guiding Questions



Africa VLR: The Template

Phase I

Visioning, Preparation and
Stakeholder Mobilization

Prioritization and Localization

Phase II

Data collection, analysis and write
up

Validation, Publication &
dissemination

Phase III

Integration, Monitoring,
Implementation and Follow-up



Africa VLR: The Template

Phase I
● Methodological Processes: preparatory work, literature review and visioning

● Stakeholder engagement planning

● Institutional Model for leading review

● Roadmap

● SDGs and Agenda 2063 - Linking priorities



Africa VLR: The Template

Phase II

● Data collection, analysis and write up

● Validation, Publication & dissemination



Africa VLR: The Template

Phase III

● Integration, Monitoring, Implementation and Follow-up

● Conclusion



Next Steps

1. Finalize Guideline and Template
2. Launch Spring 2021
3. Next Round of VLRs
4. Operationalize Africa Guideline and Template online 

training course, dissemination webinars and tailored 
trainings for specific local governments
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