
UN Global Platform 
and the Regional Hub for Africa 

Ronald Jansen, 
Assistant Director, 

United Nations Statistics Division



UN Global Working Group on 

Big Data for Official Statistics

Created in 2014 by the UN Statistical Commission

§ Provide a strategic vision, 
direction and coordination for a 
global programme on big data for 
official statistics, including for 
indicators of  the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

§ Promote practical use of  big data 
sources, finding solutions for the 
many existing challenges

§ Promote capacity-building, 
training and sharing of  experience

§ To build public trust in the use of  
big data for official statistics



Involvement of African members 
in the work of the GWG

Members of the GWG

o Cameroon

o Egypt

o Morocco

o Rwanda

o South Africa

o Tanzania

o African Development 

Bank

o UNECA

2019 5th International Conference on Big Data, 

Kigali, Rwanda





Task Team on Earth Observation data

Sen2Agri

Environmental Economic Accounting

ARIES

Crop statistics



Task Team on Mobile Phone data

2nd Handbook on specific thematic areas:
• Displacement and disaster
• Dynamic population
• Information Society
• Migration
• Tourism
• Transportation and commuting

Paper on “Maintaining public trust in use of 
mobile phone data in times of COVID-19”

Online training course



Task Team on AIS data

o Handbook

o Training materials 

o Weekly port calls 

o AIS Hackathon

o Online training course



Task Team on Training, Competencies 

and Capacity Development

o Institutional readiness 
assessment

o Competency framework

o Maturity Matrix

o Moodle LMS

o Training curriculum



UN Global Platform and its network of experts



UN Global Platform



AWS

UNGP Team: Data engineering

UN Global 
Platform

Value-
Added



UN Global Platform
User Perspective



UN Global Platform projects

 Satellite data for Crop statistics: 

Senegal, Uganda 

 .Stat for data dissemination: 

Cambodia, Ethiopia

 ARIES for ecosystem services 

assessment

 RAI for SDG 9.1.1: Malawi

 Scanner data for CPI: Mauritius

 Mapping of Informal Settlements 

Lagos, Nigeria



Regional Hub for Africa
Collaboration between NISR Rwanda, UNECA and UNSD





Thank You


