
Smarter Financing 
for Gender Statistics

Africa Gender Statistics Forum
Gaborone, Botswana
8-12 July

Meriem Ait Ouyahia
PARIS21



Today’s Roadmap  

• Why does funding for data and gender data matter?

• What are the global trends of funding for data and gender data?

• What are the regional (Africa) trends of funding for data and gender data?

• What are some documented solutions for smarter gender data financing?

• Q&A 



“ The world's current crises are throwing us 

off course to achieve the SDGs. Data 

investments can be an enabler to get us back 

on track. ”

Amina J. Mohammed, United Nations Deputy-Secretary General, 

at the 77th session of UN General Assembly



Total funding for data and statistics

After a challenging 
2020, funding for data 
and statistics increased 
by 14% to USD 799 
million.



Funding for gender data remains stagnant

The pool of donors 
for gender data is 
still limited.



Top 10 donors to gender data and USD 
million disbursements

Source: Data2X and Open Data Watch; 
Filling the Financing Gaps for Gender 
Data Systems; 2024

https://data2x.org/resource-center/filling-the-financing-gaps-for-gender-data-systems/
https://data2x.org/resource-center/filling-the-financing-gaps-for-gender-data-systems/
https://data2x.org/resource-center/filling-the-financing-gaps-for-gender-data-systems/


Looking beyond financing

Assumption: 

• Data activities are increasingly 
being mainstreamed into projects 
targeting gender equality.

Not a trend for funding!

➢ References to gender data in ODA 
for gender equality increased by 
10x in the last decade

➢ Faster increase than ODA for 
environment and trade
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Donor funding for gender data must be 
coupled with domestic resources

Availability of Budget Figures in Statistical Plans

Source: Data2X and Open Data Watch; Filling the Financing Gaps for Gender Data Systems; 2024

https://data2x.org/resource-center/filling-the-financing-gaps-for-gender-data-systems/


Total funding for data & gender data in Africa

Funding for gender 
data has not kept 
pace with funding for 
overall data in Africa.



Top donors in Africa

Donor Millions 2021 USD

World Bank Group 342

United States 114

EU Institutions 78

BMGF 52

United Kingdom 39

Donor Millions 2021 USD

Canada 24

UNICEF 13

United States 11

United Kingdom 10

EU Institutions 6

Gender DataData Overall



Top recipients of gender data in Africa

Country Millions 2021 USD

Tanzania 20

Ethiopia 6

Mozambique 5

Madagascar 3

Nigeria 3



Understanding funding trends is a 
starting point for action.

The Clearinghouse and other existing 
solutions can help accelerate impact.



The 
Clearinghouse:

Transparency 
to help make 
smarter data 

finance a reality

How much funding going from where to 
where and for what? 

How much is needed?

What are the results and lessons on what 
works?

What are country/donor priorities and 
what is planned for the future? 



https://smartdatafinance.org/

https://smartdatafinance.org/


Sectoral Focus: The Gender Data Channel



MORE SOLUTIONS

INVESTING 
GENDER DATA

Mainstreaming gender data into gender 

equality strategies at donor & country level

Example: World Bank, IMF, USAID, Lesotho, 

Cameroon, Ethiopia , Kenya

Documenting use and showcasing impact of 

gender data on policies—and lives 

Example: Time-use data in Kenya and VAW data in 

Colombia

Increasing political support and champions 

for gender data

Example: Canada, Her Majesty Queen Rani of 

Jordan, Ghana, and Albania’s CSOs
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Thank you!
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