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Co- Chairs, Your Highnesses, Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

| am honoured and privileged, on behalf of the President of the African
Development Bank, to be invited to this important Conference, and to give this
address at the plenary opening session.

Let me first express my appreciation for the efforts made by the Council of
African Water Ministers (AMCOW), UN Water-Africa and NEPAD, who have co-
organised this Conference with the Bank. The role of the Ethiopian Government
and the ECA in hosting it is particularly appreciated.

Water, which is the theme for this Conference, poses a number of major
challenges for Africa. Currently, the region suffers the most from inadequate
access to water supply and sanitation and has the least capacity for adequately
responding to the problem. Only 62% of the region’s population have access to
improved water supply compared to the global average of 82%, 81% for Asia and
85% for Latin America. In the case of sanitation, access for Africa is 60%. Of 55
countries in the world with domestic water use below 50 litres per capita per day,
35 come from Africa. Almost half of all Africans suffer from one of six main water
related diseases.

Yet, water resources are relatively abundant, with per capita water availability in
the region over 6,800 m3 per annum. Less than 40% of the irrigation potential is
being utilised and only 4% of energy is generated from hydropower.

Clearly then, effective development and management of water resources is
central to the quest for sustainable developemnt in Africa. One way to
dramatically illustrate this is to refer to the Millennium Development Goals. The
MDG targets are geared by 2015 to: halve the proportion of people with income
of less than one dollar a day; halve the proportion of those who suffer from
hunger; ensure that all children finish primary school; ensure that boys and girls
have equal access to secondary education; halt and begin to reverse the trends
for HIV/AIDS and malaria; stop unsustainable exploitation of natural resources;
reduce by half those without access to water supply and sanitation.



It is quite evident that a significant improvement in the development and
management of water resources is central to the achievement of all the targets.
Access to adequate water resources would have a major impact on income
generation and sustainable development through: its impact on agricultural and
industial production, energy generation; access to education for all and
particularly for girls; reduction in water-related diseases including malaria and
environmental management.

In view of the above therefore, you could hardly choose a more important theme
for a Pan African Conference. Given its primary mandate for promoting poverty
reduction and sustainable development in Africa, the African Development Bank
regards the water issue as a major priority. Within this context therefore we
warmly welcome the opportunity to participate in and co-organise this
Conference.

Chairman, Your Excellencies

The Bank has been involved in financing water resources development in Africa
since 1967. So far, about USD5.06 billion has been invested on 355 projects for
water supply and sanitation, irrigation and hydropower. This represents about 12
% of cumulative Bank lending. Our experience over these years has revealed
certain salient facts and lessons of experience. For the purposes of this address,
I will brief address a few of them.

Firstly, it has become increasingly clear to us that, despite the quantum of
resources which have been invested by the Bank and by others in the water
sector, much more needs to be done. Secondly, there is a strong need for greater
collaboration and coordination between all the water sector stakeholders. Thirdly,
it is apparent that there has been disproportionate support for urban water supply
and sanitation infrastructure as compared to rural areas, and this appears to be
similar for other MDBs and large donors.

The Bank has tried to respond to these concerns, not just through its lending
programme but also by embarking on specific initiatives or participating in on-
going initiatives with the potential to address the challenges. Some of these
initiatives will now be briefly mentioned.

The Bank has led the process of developing the African Water Vision and
Framework for Action as part of the process of promoting greater collaboration
between stakeholders in the African water sector. This was done in collaboration
with the OAU, ECA, World Bank, regional economic organisations, river and lake
basin organisations. The Vision aims at providing access to adequate water
supply and sanitation to 95% of Africans by 2025. Steps are currently being
undertaken to implement the framework for action alongside the MDG targets
and NEPAD water programme.



With respect to the urban and bias of water programs, the Bank has developed
thé Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative. The Initiative, intended as the
Bank’s contribution to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals, aims
to expand access to improved water supply and sanitation to 80% of Africa’s rural
inhabitants by 2015. This will be done through utilizing fast track methods, using
appropriate technologies, building on local initiatives, promoting effective
collaboration and stakehoider participation and mobilizing additional financial
resources. Implementing the Initiative would involve extensive collaboration with
a wide variety of stakeholders. The pilot phase of the Initiative is already under
way in five countries. Country Programme documents and initial investment
programmes are currently being prepared for Mali, Rwanda, Ghana, Ethiopia and
Uganda. The next phase will involve nine countries, and thereafter expand to
include other regional member countries.

Most of the Bank and other investments in the African water sector have been
funded by the public sector and donors. However, considering the enormity of the
problem, it must be reiterated that all other stakeholders need to be mobilized.
Consequently, as part of the effort in this direction, the Bank has provided
financial support to the Infrastructure financing Corporation of South Africa



